Introduced by Council Member Fullwood and the Council President at the request of the Mayor:

ORDINANCE 2002-671

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $25,000 FROM SPECIAL COUNCIL RESERVE AND $25,000 FROM THE MAYOR’S EXECUTIVE RESERVE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LEX HESTER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND; AMENDING CHAPTER 110, PART 3, ORDINANCE CODE, TO CREATE A NEW SECTION 110.___, (THE LEX HESTER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND); APPROVAL OF SCHOLARSHIP GUIDELINES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in 1966, Lewis Alexander (Lex) Hester, a 30-year-old Labor Department investigator, embraced the challenge of being appointed executive director of a study commission in Jacksonville seeking to consolidate the city and county governments; and


WHEREAS, he wrote the Blueprint for Improvement, and two years later helped to architect the successful merger of city and county operations--widely known as "Consolidation" which made Jacksonville the largest city in the continental United States and one of the largest in the world; and


WHEREAS, the unique governmental structure that Lex Hester designed, as one of the key architects of Consolidation, remains the largest consolidation project in the United States and continues to serve as a blueprint for communities across the nation and world; and


WHEREAS, Consolidation accomplished its mission of building a more efficient and effective government; and


WHEREAS, Lex Hester not only shaped Jacksonville's government, but became recognized throughout the state as one of Florida's premier experts on governmental efficiency; and


WHEREAS, Lex Hester studied government and municipal challenges with great passion, and he put his knowledge to work to create strong governmental structures that would successfully lead a number of Florida cities into the 21st century; and


WHEREAS, following Consolidation in 1968, Lex Hester served the City of Jacksonville as its Chief Administrative Officer until 1975; he was the County Administrator for Broward County from 1975-78 and 1987-91; he served as the Director of the State Energy Office under Governor Bob Graham from 1979-81; he was the Chief Administrative Officer for the City of Orlando from 1981-87; and he returned to Jacksonville again in 1991 to serve as Chief Administrative Officer until his death in October 2000; and 


WHEREAS, throughout his career in government, Lex Hester was responsible for designing or carrying out critical initiatives that have defined Florida's cities, including the Better Jacksonville and River City Renaissance redevelopment plans; and


WHEREAS, Lex Hester also touched the lives of Floridians through his community outreach and philanthropy, his support of the arts and of programs for children, and his service as the Northeast Florida United Way campaign chair and a frequent volunteer for Habitat for Humanity; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

For the 2001-2002 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b):


(a)
Appropriated from:

Special Council Reserve


JXRS011CCSR-09910
$25,000

Mayor Executive Reserve


_________________
$25,000

(b) Appropriated to:

Lex Hester Memorial Scholarship

Account Number

$50,000

Trust Fund





to be established


(c)
The purpose of this appropriation is to establish initial funding for the Lex Hester Memorial Scholarship Trust Fund.


Section 2.

Chapter 110, Part 3, Ordinance Code, is hereby amended by creating Section 110.___ to read as follows:

CHAPTER 110

CITY TREASURY

PART 3.  SPECIAL ACCOUNTS AND FUNDS

*  *  *


Sec. 110.___
Lex Hester Memorial Scholarship Trust Fund. There is hereby created the Lex Hester Memorial Scholarship Trust Fund, a permanent trust fund of the city, into which shall be placed such private gifts or funds as may be contributed to this fund from time to time, and together with all interest earnings derived from the fund's assets. The purpose of this trust fund shall be to provide periodic funds from interest earned in the fund for scholarships to qualified and deserving persons attending the University of North Florida and residing in Duval County who intend to pursue a career in public administration. It is the intent of the Council that such scholarships be awarded to upper level college students or graduate students, but lower level students may also be considered for such scholarships based on individual merit. Periodic scholarships shall be awarded to eligible persons based on such guidelines for procedures, eligibility and merit as shall be promulgated by executive order of the Mayor and approved by the Council. The Mayor is authorized to make expenditures by written request from the periodic interest earnings available from the fund to deserving persons pursuant to the guidelines adopted as set forth above. To the extent that expenditures for scholarships are made from the fund, the funds shall be considered as appropriated for such purposes. The monies in this trust fund, together with the interest earned thereon, shall not lapse at the end of any fiscal year but shall remain available for expenditure at any time, subject to availability of funds, and the terms of the private contribution, for the purposes set forth herein. To the extent that any private contribution is considered non-expendable by the grantor, the principle of such contribution shall be appropriated to a reserve account against which no expenditures will be made unless the terms are modified by the grantor and the Council.


Section 3.

The Council hereby approves of the scholarship award guidelines concerning the procedures, eligibility and merit as set forth in substantially the form set out in the proposed executive order which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.


Section 4.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

/s/ Cheryl R. Peek






Office of General Counsel
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7/5/02  G:\shared\LEGIS.CC\Peek\Ord\2002\Lex Hester Scholarship.doc
1
- 4 -


